
Census Tracking Steps 

1. Start with known 

information  

MagiCensus uses any previous database information 

2. Find and Preserve Census   

records  

MagiCensus tells you age and name of individual for 

any census year.  Lets you record online URL or link 

to a picture. 

3. Extract information  MagiCensus has easy to use preset extraction forms 

4. Enter Events into Database  MagiCensus automatically adds events from extraction 

form into database.   

5. Create Spreadsheet MagiCensus automatically creates the Census Tracker 

for you. 

6. Analyze information and 

use Timelines  

Color codes and comparisons will help you to analyze 

census information. 

 

Case Study --Wilburn Parsons- Known Information 

 



Empty Census Tracker- Displays suggested ages and when name changes occur. 

 

Based on Marriage Information  1871 in Floyd Co. Kentucky, I will start looking in the 1880 

Floyd County Census. 

 

Open the 1880 Extraction form for Wilburn Parsons in MagiCensus.  Preserve the image link 

and sourcing information in top box of extraction form.  (Add note, found 3 Parson families 

and 2 Howell Families on this page- most likely related- may have found Sarah's parents) 

Compare Census Information with known Information and link family to database (this adds 

the events to the database automatically)  



 

1880 Census cells turn yellow or green, to show the extraction form linked.   

Green = birth ages match   Yellow= potential for different information. 

 

Next, I looked for Wilburn in 1870 as a teenager.  Could not find Wilburn, but in Floyd Co. 

Kentucky found an Isaac Parsons born in N.C. with a son Will. Using the information from the 

1880 census (Wilburns father born in N.C.) good chance this is a match.  



 

The Will Parsons in 1870 is one year different than the Willburn Parsons in 1880 and they were 

both born in N.C. living in the same county.  It is safe to assume that these are the same 

person.  One census may not give accurate birth information.  However, when 2 or 3 censuses 

show similar information, then birth years can be believed. 

In 1860 Where do I look for Isaac Parsons?  I could look in Floyd Co. KY, except I notice that 

Sarah Parsons, the youngest kid in 1860 is born in North Carolina.  I do find the family and 

filled out the extraction form, and then compared the information in the Census Tracker and 

timeline.   I did find a Hardin Parsons living next door in 1860 age 54.  Could this be a father?  

More tracking is needed. 

 



 

 

In the 1850 Census I find Isaac and Levina with no kids in Ashe Co., North Carolina.   

At this point, it is time to verify the census information I have found.  I need to find marriage 

records, lands records, death and birth certificates.   However, I did find Wilburn's father and 

mother and potential ages to start my look, and a place to look for records.  I found some 

Howell's that I need to follow and see if that Hardin Parson is a relation. 

(p.s.  I did find Wilburn's birth certificate with a Louisa Dickson and Isaac Parsons listed on it) 


